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Important Dates
Mar 11-24 FCAT/NRT
Mar 26 End of 3rd Quarter
Mar 27 Professional Duty Day
Apr 6-14 Spring Break
Apr 9 Passover
Apr 10 Good Friday
Apr 12 Easter
May 10 Mother’s Day

At Mariner High School we are committed to providing
quality experiences for your child.  Funding does play a
major role in the programs and structure of our school.
Our tremendous staff and family support will allow us to
get through the difficult times we anticipate transpiring
next year. Our superintendent, school board members,
administrators, instructional staff and support staff are
reviewing many options to meet the needs of our stu-
dents.  There are several items on the table for negotia-
tions with the various bargaining units; we will make
decisions later this year for the upcoming 2009-2010
school year.

In order to keep the community informed with the latest
facts and data, the District has set up a special budget
section on its Web site. Please visit www.leeschools.net
and click on the link on the main page for the 2009/10
Budget Update section to see information about the
financial crisis facing Lee County Public Schools.

With the school district budget uncertain, the Lee
County School District does not anticipate offering a full
menu of summer school courses on the high school
campuses. If your student failed a class or lost credit
due to attendance and needs to make up required
graduation credits, please plan ahead and begin looking
into other options:
1) Nova Net- on campus and/or after school.
2) Florida Virtual School – in your home on the Internet.

You must contact your student’s guidance counselor to
participate in these credit retrieval options.  Call 239-
772-3324 and ask for:

1) All freshman on regular diploma – Mr. Lewis
2) Grades 10-12 and grade 9-12 special diploma
students:
     Last name begins with A – F   —Mrs. Mallett
     Last name begins with G – O — Mrs. Foley
     Last name begins with P – Z  — Mrs. Wendt

We will begin our registration process for the 2009-
2010 school year during the fourth quarter.  Your
student will receive registration information in late April.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Our students are preparing to take the FCAT Writes on
February 10th and will begin taking FCAT reading, math &
science on March 10th.  These state assessments are
used for a combination of measures: sophomores must
pass the reading and math FCAT in order to graduate,
freshmen are being evaluated in both reading and math to
determine their current levels, juniors are required to take
the science FCAT and re-take reading and/or math if they
have not achieved a passing score.  In addition to
personal success, the FCAT tests are used to calculate
the school performance grade.

You can encourage and support your student by making
sure they get a good night sleep before the test, provid-
ing a nutritious breakfast, reminding them to read the
directions slowly, carefully and focus on the question at
hand; don’t let their mind wander on other things, and
telling them to be confident, have a positive attitude, and
to do their best

We currently have students participating in baseball,
softball, tennis and track, so please come and support
our students.  You can visit www.highschoolsports.net
then select Florida followed by Mariner High School to
preview their schedules.  If you have the opportunity, join
us at anyone of our many events and cheer on our
Tritons.  Many of our student athletes balance after
school activities, school work, and family obligations and
would appreciate your support.  For any questions
regarding after school activities at MHS, please contact
our Athletic Director, Vito Mennona at 772-2907.

We are busy planning and finalizing several exciting
activities.  The Superintendent/Principal Award Ceremony
will take place on February 19th, Winter Sports Banquet
on February 26th, Captain’s Table Luncheon on February
27th, Grad Bash on May 2nd, Prom on May 9th, Spring
Sports Banquet on May 18th, Finest Kind Award cer-
emony on May 22nd, and, of course, Graduation and
Project Graduation on June 7th.  Stay tuned as we are
still finalizing other activities at Mariner.

Have a great second semester!!!!

District Budget Updates

In order to keep the community informed with the latest
facts and data, the District has set up a special budget
section on its Web site. Please visit www.leeschools.net
and click on the link on the main page for the 2009/10

School Advisory Council

The School Advisory Council invites all parents,
students, and community members to our next
meeting on March 24th.  The meeting will begin at 6:00
pm and will be held in the media center.

*What is SAC?  SAC is an acronym for “School
Advisory Council.” It is a team of people representing
various segments of the community (parents, teach-
ers, students, administrators, support staff, business/
industry, and other interested community members).
The purpose of the SAC is to assist in the preparation
and evaluation of the school improvement plan. The
SAC also assists the principal with the annual school
budget.

*When, and how often does the SAC meet?  The
SAC meets approximately every six weeks, or as
deemed necessary. The meetings are in the evenings
and meet on the Mariner school campus.

*How will I know when a meeting will be held?
Information regarding SAC meetings is posted on the
kiosk in front of the school.  You will also receive a
parentlink message the week before a scheduled
meeting.  The meetings are also published in the
Mariner High School newspaper, “The Beacon.”

Great Honor for MHS S panish T eacher

Lindsey Cook, a Mariner Spanish teacher, was se-
lected as the 2009 Florida Foreign Language
Association’s Teacher of Promise (High School
Division).  The award was presented at the Annual
Business Meeting held at the joint FFLA/ACTFL
conference November 20-23, 2008, at the Swan and
Dolphin Resort in Orlando.

The Teacher of Promise is a program developed by the
Florida Foreign Language Association (FFLA) to
recognize the state’s outstanding new teachers. These
awards are designed for teachers who have completed
their first, second or third year of teaching and who
show promise to be exceptional teachers and leaders
in foreign language education.

SAT Practice

An SAT prep class will be held in the Mariner HS
media center march 9 and 10th from 6:30pm till 9pm.
Cost is 79 dollars. All mariner juniors will receive info
in the mail. All others please see Mr. Scheuermann in
room 146.
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Student Assignment 2009-2010
January 26 – March 13, 2009

Parents of CURRENTLY enrolled students in Lee
County Public School grades five and eight, and
students in Pre-K who are eligible for Kindergarten, will
be mailed their child’s personalized assignment applica-
tion on January 23, 2009.  This is a very exciting time of
the year for students and parents as they plan for 2009-
2010!!

Those receiving the applications can save time by
applying online!  Please read the documents sent to
you very carefully, and determine if you want to apply
online, mail it back to us, or bring it to one of our offices
in person.  This is a seven week application period.
There is no need to stand in long lines the first few
days.  You have seven weeks to submit the application.
All applications are processed as a group in April.

Students entering Kindergarten next year, that are not
already enrolled in one of the district’s Pre-K programs,
must visit one of our offices to register for the first time.
Please visit www.leeschools.net  for required registra-
tion documentation and Student Assignment office
locations. (Brand new students cannot apply online,
they must be registered in person.)  Save Time, Apply
Online!

Selección Escolar 2009-2010
Enero 26 – Marzo 13, 2009

Los padres de familia de estudiantes actualmente
asistiendo a las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Lee
en los grados quinto, octavo, y Pre-kinder que son
elegibles para Kinder recibirán en el correo una
aplicación personalizada en enero 23 del 2009. Este es
un tiempo muy importante del año para los estudiantes
y sus padres para planear para el año 2009-10.

Los que reciben esta aplicación pueden ahorrar tiempo
aplicando por computadora. Por favor lea los
documentos que le enviamos cuidadosamente y deter-
mine si usted quiere aplicar por computadora, mandar la
aplicación por correo, o traerla en persona a una de
nuestras oficinas. El periodo de aplicación es de siete
semanas. No hay necesidad de pararse en líneas largas
los primeros días de aplicación.  Todas las aplicaciones
son procesadas en grupo en abril.

Los estudiantes entrando a kinder el próximo año que
no están atendiendo un programa de pre-kinder en
nuestras escuelas deben visitar una de nuestras
oficinas para matricular a sus hijos. Por favor visite la
página del Internet www.leeschools.net para los
requisitos de matricula y para información acerca de
donde están situadas las oficinas.  (Estudiantes nuevos
no pueden aplicar por computadora, estudiantes nuevos
deben aplicar en persona.)  Ahorre tiempo, Aplique por
computadora!

Attention Senior Parents:

Planning stages are now underway for the Senior Break-
fast and Project Graduation events.  Senior Breakfast is
scheduled for Friday, June 5, 2009 at 7:00 a.m. in the
Galley.  Breakfast will be served from 7-9 a.m. on Friday,
6/5/09 so that all 400 seniors can enjoy each others
company and preview their senior video.  All food that is
served is donated from the community.  Project Gradua-
tion is the all night lock-in which will be held on Sunday,
June 7, 2009 from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. at the Cape Coral
Yacht Club.  Students have access to the swimming pool
from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m.  Various games are brought in for
them such as pool tables, foosball tables, air hockey
tables, inflatable’s such as the Velcro wall and the
Bungee Run, as well as a DJ for music and dancing.
Food and drink are also offered all night for the students.

Due to the economy, donations are at an all time low this
year.  We are requesting everyone’s help with these two
projects.  We do not need a lot of money from a few
senior parents; it would be great to get a $5 donation from
all senior parents.  If you are interested in making a
donation, please send the money in with your student or
give Mrs. Proia a call at 772-3324 or 671-9649.  We are
also looking for volunteers to assist with soliciting for
donations.  The next senior parent meeting will be held on
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 in the Teacher’s Galley.
We will be putting together the centerpieces for the senior
breakfast.  If you are interested in volunteering, please
contact me as well.  The following meeting will be held on
Monday, March 16, 2009.  Time is slowly slipping by and
our seniors will be graduating before we know it.  Let’s try
and give them a senior year that they will not forget.

Notes from the Sophomores

Comedy Hypnotist Show

Coming to MHS on March 26th at 7pm, is none other
than Jon Simon the Comedy Hypnotist. Students will
have a chance to be on stage and be the star of the
show. Or sit back and watch the hysterical antics of
your friends as they are hypnotized to do the craziest
stunts and impersonations! Tickets go on sale March 23
for only $5. Don’t miss your chance to be a part of this
hilarious show… starring YOU!

Pre-Prom Party

FREE Pre-Prom Party on March 20th at the Bell Tower
Shops outside the Regal Cinemas! You’ll have a chance
to win fabulous prizes from hair salons, restaurants,
dress and tux stores, and so much more! Coupon books
for serious discounts on all your prom needs will be on
sale for only $5!! Join the Class of 2010 along with
numerous area businesses and DJ Sean Corey as we
dance the night away, raffle free prizes, and get ready for
PROM!!
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Yearbook News

Due to budget restraints, we will not be ordering extra
yearbooks to have on hand to sell when yearbook
distribution starts in May as we have in previous years.
A limited quantity of yearbooks is still available online,
paid by credit card or here at school, paid by check to
Mariner High School for pre-order only.  Most if not all of
the limited quantity will be sold before the yearbook
distribution in May.  We are unable to order any more
yearbooks at this point so when they’re gone, they’re
gone for good.  If you want one, order today!  The cost is
$70 here at school and there is an additional $3.75
processing fee to order online.  Contact Mr. Chessnoe in
room 13 for more details.

Seniors this is the last chance you’ll have to archive
memories from your senior year in the yearbook forever.
Share a keepsake ad with a friend or have your own
page.  Very limited space is available.  Prices start as
low as $50.  See Mr. Chessnoe in room 13 or a year-
book staff member today!

Math Team News

The Mariner High School Math Team, sponsored by Mr.
Rose and Mrs. Hayden participated in the FGCU Math
Competition on December 22nd.  The students compete
individually and in teams.  Mariner has teams for
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus and
Statistics.  The Statistics Team, comprised of Theresa
Brown, Caitlin Henderson, and Ben Heavener, placed
3rd out of 6 teams in the team competition and Theresa
Brown placed 8th out of 22 in the Statistics Individual
competition.  The team will be competing this weekend
at Cape High School and February 28th at Ft. Myers
High School and March 14th at Canterbury High School.

Math Team Members Brown, Henderson, and Heavener

Inventor ’s Fair

Mariner High School took 10 of the top division
winners and two special category awards at the
Thomas Alva Edison Inventor’s Fair Awards Ceremony
on Monday evening. Congratulations to the following
Mariner Tritons:
12th Grade
1st Place- Justin Greenstein
2nd Place- Alyssa Barry
3rd Place- James Teeter
4th Place- Renato Proia

11th Grade
2nd Place- Jeffrey Himmel
3rd Place- Cindy Yau
4th Place- Renate Kohler

10th Grade
1st Place- Ashley Baker
4th Place- Anthony Nappi

9th Grade
4th Place- a group project by Kelly Bravard, Paul
Teleweck, and Alex Marsh

Also—Jeffrey Himmel won $100 for the Innovative
Product Technology Award and the group
project of Kelly Bravard, Paul Teleweck, and Alex
Marsh won the Inventor’s Digest Award.

Thespian Competition

Thespian Troupe 4191 competed at the District 6
International Thespian Competition on January 30th and
31st.  Superior Award Winners include Casey Gymrek
for Monologues, Janie Blanco for a Solo Musical
Number, and Casey Gymrek and Scott Mason for a
Duet Acting Scene.  An Excellent Award was presented
to  Angela Maglione for a Solo Musical Number.  These
four students will compete in Tampa April 22 – 25 at the
State Thespian Competition.
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Mariner S tudent s Take Top Honors
at Local Art Event s

Mariner students have exhibited many works of art in a
variety of venues around southwest Florida.  Recently,
several students entered the Edison Pageant of Light
ArtFest show and came away with Best of Show honors,
a category winner in drawing and several other awards.
Junior Adam Frank won Best of Show with his white
charcoal on black paper drawing.  The piece depicted
man’s kindred spirit with animals as predators or hunters
and their stalking of prey.  This beautifully rendered piece
also won Best of Show honors at the Lee County High
School Juried Art Show last spring.  Junior Kelsey Hasten
also won top honors in the drawing category with her still-
life colored pencil drawing.  This piece illustrated a more
traditional approach to the still-life subject matter, much
like the works completed by the Renaissance masters.

Senior Dakota Sica has completed his sculpture installa-
tion in the Art departments sculpture garden.  The piece
will become part of a permanent collection of work
donated by former or current students.  Dakota has a very
accomplished resume’ of artwork as his work is on
display in several galleries throughout southwest Florida.

The quality of the art produced by our students is
outstanding and has been recognized regionally and at
the state and national levels. In the past 18 years;
Mariner visual art students have won 18 Congressional
Awards (11 - 1st places (Grand Award Winners), 7 Lee
County Winners).  Our students have also been
awarded 20 Best of Shows at the All County Juried Art
Show and at the Edison Pageant of Light ARTFEST.
We’ve also had multiple media category winners and
our student’s artwork has been exhibited in various
publications. Many of our students continue their
education in the visual arts beyond high school.  Many
of whom are on the “Who’s Who” list of the art world!

Even though our program has produced some outstand-
ing artists over the years, our emphasis has always
been to encourage every student to take an Art class.
The benefits of developing the whole child with Art as
part of their education is well documented and students
truly excel in an environment that stresses creativity,
craftsmanship and right brain activities.  The by-product
of an art education can also include a vocation for life;
as we offer a wide variety of courses and real world
applications or opportunities.

At Left- DakotaSica’s Sculpture Will Remain a
Permantent Part of the MHS Landscape.

National Financial Literacy Challenge

Several MHS students entered the U.S. Department
of the Treasury’s fall 2008, an initiative recommended
by the President’s Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy. From November 3, 2008 to December 12,
2008, the Challenge was taken by more than 75,000
high school students. Participants included students
in rural areas, suburbs, and cities in this country, and
in Department of Defense schools around the world.

Several Tritons in the National Financial Literacy
Challenge scored in the top 25th percentile of the
nation’s scores:
- Faith B. Barotta        - Katleyn E. Merrill
- Renato J. Proia        - Jacob H. Weinberg

Model United Nations

Our Model United Nations Club just returned from our
first competition at Cape Coral High School’s
Seahawk Model United Nations Conference.  We
had 12 club members compete, and are proud to
announce that 6 of our members received recognition
at the event:
Brennan Vargas      Jake Holzapfel
Ben Heavener         Carl Civil
Vanessa Vasquez

Jeffrey Moss was recognized as a delegate of
distinction
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KidCare Is For Any Child Without  

Health Insurance. 
 
Nine out of ten families in Florida have health insurance for their children. You can join them with 
Florida KidCare if your child is uninsured.  
 
Florida KidCare provides quality healthcare 
benefits to children under the age of 19. 
Children enrolled in the program have access 
to preventive care such as regular doctor’s 
visits, immunizations, dental and vision 
benefits.  Most families pay $20 or less per 
month. Many pay nothing at all.  
 
You can apply for Florida KidCare by simply 
completing an online application at 
www.floridakidcare.org. You can also call 1-
888-540-5437 to receive an application by mail 
or help over the phone.   
 
“KidCare is for any child that’s uninsured and 
our goal is to enroll as many children in the 
program as possible,” said Rich Robleto, 
executive director of the Florida Healthy Kids 
Corporation. “Families are applying everyday 
because they know there’s nothing like having 
the peace of mind that you can take your child 
in for a doctor’s visit without breaking the 
bank.” 
 
Since it began in 1998, Florida KidCare has 
offered working families access to high-quality 
doctors and preventive care for their children at 
little to no cost. Florida KidCare currently 
serves more than 1.4 million children, of which 
1.2 million are Children’s Medicaid customers 
and more than 250,000 are enrolled in 
MediKids, Children’s Medical Services Network 
or Healthy Kids. 
 

   
 

To apply for Florida KidCare, visit 
www.floridakidcare.org or call 1-888-540-KIDS. 

 
Florida KidCare  

Application Information 
 

�  Families are encouraged to apply online at 
www.floridakidcare.org 

 
�  Enrollment applications can be downloaded 

off the Internet at: 
http://www.floridakidcare.org/printapp.html   

 
�  Families can also call 1-888-540-KIDS  

(1-888-540-5437) to receive the enrollment 
application by mail  

 
�  To complete your application, you will need 

to have your most recent federal income tax 
return, wages and earnings statements OR 
your last four weeks pay stubs.   

 
�  You can check the status of your application 

and make a payment at 
www.floridakidcare.org  

 
�  To submit an application you can: 

 
Apply online at: www.floridakidcare.org 
 

Mail it to:  
Florida KidCare  
Post Office Box 980  
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0980 

Fax it to: 1-866-867-0054 

Email it to: apply@healthykids.org  
(Accepted email attachments must be sent 
in one of the following formats: .JPG .JPEG 
.BMP .GIF .TIF .PDF .DOC .PPT .TIF .TIFF 
.TXT .RTF) 
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INFORMACIÓN PARA HACER LA 
SOLICITUD DE FLORIDA KIDCARE 

 
·  Se les pide a las familias que hagan 

la sol icitud por computadora a través 
de: www.floridakidcare.org 

·  La solicitud puede obtenerse a través 
de: 
http://www.floridakidcare.org/printapp.
html 

·  Se puede llamar por teléfono al  
1-888-540-KIDS (1-888-540-5437) y 
pedir que se le envíe la sol icitud por 
correo. 

·  Los documentos que se neces itan 
para llenar la solicitud son: la 
declaración de impuestos más 
reciente, el comprobante de los 
salarios devengados, o los recibos de 
sus últimos  cuatro comprobantes  del 
pago del sueldo.  

·  Puede averiguar el estado de su 
solicitud o hacer un pago a través de: 
www.floridakidcare.org 

·  Para enviar la solicitud por 
computadora vaya a: 
www.floridakidcare.org 

·  Para enviarla por correo: F lorida 
KidCare 

                                                     
Post Office Box 980 
Tallahassee, FL 32302-0980 
 
Puede enviar la sol icitud por fax al:  
1-866-867-0054 
 
Dirección electrónica: 
apply@healthykids .org 
Los documentos adjuntos  pueden tener el 
siguiente formato: JPG, JPEG, .BMP .GIF 
.PDF .DOC .PPT .TIF .T IFF .TXT .RTF 
 
 
 

SEGURO MÉDICO PARA LOS NI ÑOS QUE NO LO TIENEN 
 
En la Florida nueve de cada diez familias tienen el 
seguro médico Florida KidCare para sus hijos, usted 
puede unirse a ellos si sus hijos están sin seguro 
médico. 
 
Florida KidCare les da los beneficios para la 
atención médica a los menores de 19 años. Los 
niños reciben el cuidado preventivo de la salud con 
visitas al médico, vacunas , exámenes de los ojos y 
el cuidado dental. La mayoría de las familias pagan 
$20 mensuales y algunas no pagan nada. 
 
Para inscribirse en el programa se debe llenar la 
solicitud que aparece en: www.floridakidcare.org, 
también se puede llamar por teléfono al 1-888-540-
5437 y pedir que le envíen la solicitud por correo o 
hacerlo por teléfono. 
 
El director ejecutivo de KidCare Rich Robleto 
expresa lo siguiente del programa: “Nuestra meta 
es inscribir la mayor cantidad de niños sin seguro 
médico en el programa. Todos los días  recibimos 
nuevas solicitudes ya que así las familias tienen la 
tranquilidad de saber que pueden l levar a sus hi jos  
al médico, sin arruinarse”. 
 
El programa KidCare se inició en 1998 y desde 
entonces les ofrece a las familias de bajos ingresos, 
el acceso al cuidado médico y a la medic ina 
preventiva pagando poco o nada. El programa tiene 
inscritos a más de 1.4 millones de niños, de los 
cuales 1.2 millones son niños que reciben la 
cobertura de Medicaid, y más de 250.000 participan 
en los programas de seguro médico como 
MediKids, Children’s Medical Services Network y en 
Healthy Kids. 
 
 

Solicite KidCare, visite www.floridakidcare.org o 
l lame al 1-888-540-KIDS. 

  
 



PBS Has Record Year

The Positive Behavior Support (PBS) program is
creating a buzz on campus! Here’s how it works:
Teachers can pass out Triton Tickets to students
caught doing the right thing, and students can turn the
tickets into the school store for MHS spirit trinkets and
school supplies. Their redeemed ticket is placed in a
random drawing and student can then win extra prizes,
such as tickets to MHS events, I-pods, DVD players,
digital cameras, Visa cash cards, and various gift cards
to popular stores and restaurants. The program is
funded from the proceeds of the PBS school store. This
is money spent by MHS students that goes directly
back into the hands of deserving MHS students. So far
this year, over $3,000.00 in prizes have been distributed
to dozens of positive student role models.

PBS also has a student club.  The goals of the club are
to support the PBS program in recognizing the positive
behaviors of MHS students. Student discipline at MHS
is known to be among the best in the school district.
Mariner’s kids are the reason why. Students, families,
and school staff members that care to create a healthy,
positive learning environment make MHS a great place
to be.  Students interested in joining the PBS club
should see Ms. Amaya in room 145 or leave a message
for her in the main office.

Students!! Bring your copy of the Beacon to the main
office and redeem it for a Triton Ticket.  Well-informed
Tritons are positive Tritons.

A Team Shows S trong

Our Mariner A Team recently competed against the
defending champions from last year, Gulf Coast High
School.  In the end it was the experience of the Gulf
Coast team that won the game for them, not a lack of
knowledge from our students.  Although our students did
not win, they scored well and represented our school
admirably, and we are very proud of their effort.

In case you want to watch our game, it will be shown on
Comcast channel 99 on the following dates:
3/9        5:30 pm  3/12      7:30 pm
3/14      9:30 am  3/15      1:30 pm

Their next challenge is the Knowledge Master Open on
April 22nd, which is a national event.

The team members are:
Ben Heavener
Amber Jakacki
Sydney Mercado
Jeffrey Moss
Stephen Pankow
Vanessa Vazquez

2008-2009 MHS A Team
Volunteens

The Volunteens have been very busy these past two months!  We started the holidays with the Santa Claus
morning at Four Freedoms Park on December 13th.  What a fun-filled event for the kids and Volunteens  that were
there!  December 23rd brought the Volunteens to the annual Holiday Boat-a-Long at Bimini Basin where some of the
Volunteens were Santa elves, parking attendants, brochure distributors, and survey takers.  It was a cold but great
evening! The New Year brought us out to the big Tour de Cape event the weekend of January 10th and 11th.  We
helped with the run race and the bike race by being food and water distributors and registration helpers.  It was a
fun-filled weekend.  The yearly Daddy-Daughter Dance was held at the Cape Coral Yacht Club Ballroom where you
found many Volunteens decorating for the dance and then helping with the actual dance that evening.  It was
definitely a memorable event for the participants!!! On Sunday, January 18th the first month of the year events
wrapped up with the “Under The Sea Adventures” at the Cape Coral Yacht Club Ballroom.  We helped with crafts,
games, and story telling.  It was definitely a fun “puppet” experience and a learning night of the sea!  Volunteens
are looking forward to the remainder of 2nd semester where we will be busy with the Magic Show on February 13th,
Sounds of Jazz March 28th, and many more events coming—including the Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and
Mother-Son Dance.  As you can see, the Volunteens are VERY busy and active in our wonderful community of
Cape Coral!  Volunteens meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month in Room 282 directly after school.
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Astronomy and Earth Science News

On January 10th, Mr. Kelly’s Honors Astronomy and
Earth – Space Science classes participated in their first
observing session of 2009, the International Year of
Astronomy.  Students used skills they learned in class
to operate four different telescopes. They were able to
look at the crescent phase of Venus, galaxies, nebulae,
and the full Moon, which was the largest we will see it
all year.  We took special note of a small group of stars
called the Pleiades, which are about 400 light - years
away. That means that light we see from them right now
left there about the time that Galileo was making his
first telescopic observations.

This year the Southwest Florida Astronomical Society
will have public observing opportunities every month,
and students will be encouraged to participate in as
many as they can.  February’s observing will concen-
trate on the Moon and its craters, and possibly Comet
Lulin, which should be visible in the second week of
February.

Mr. Kelly’s Astronomy Honors classes have two new
tools to help them observe the skies and practice their
skills.  We now have two 4 ½ inch reflecting telescopes
that will be used by the students to look at the planets,
star clusters, nebulas and other objects that they are
studying in class.   Along with the telescopes, there are
many extras, such as filters, extra eyepieces, and
electronics that will make it possible to observe and
photograph astronomical objects better than we have
been able to in the past. Students will even be able to
check out one of the telescopes for use at home.  We
would like to thank Paul Neighbors and Carol Stewart
for their thoughtfulness and generosity in donating
these fine instruments.

Tritions Studying the Night Sky

FBLA Members Advance to S tate

Sixteen FBLA Members attended the district competi-
tion at Labelle Middle School. Twelve out of the sixteen
placed and eight of those will be able to travel to
Orlando and compete at the state competition in April.
Below is a list of those students that participated and
those that placed:

Acct 1     Bryan, Zach  11-2nd
Acct 1     Heavener, Ben  11- 1st
Acct 1     LaRose, Nicole  11- 5th
Acct 1     LaRose, Christina 11- 3rd
Acct 1    Luiggy, Marte  11
Acct 1    Vanselo, Tiffany  11
Acct 2   Proia, Renato  12- 1st
Acct 2   Ynfiesta, Ashley  11- 2nd
Bus Law   Aguillar, Jacqueline  11- 2nd
Bus Law  Valencia, Veronica 10- 1st
Bus Math  Aguirre, Marita  9- 2nd
Entre B   Denison, Josh  12- 3rd
Entre B  Gonzalez, Rya  11- 3rd
Entre B  LaBarbera, Emily 12- 3rd
Word Proc 2  Mercado, Sydney 11
Word Proc 2  Palmer, Michael  11

FBLA Award Winners



FIN EST KIN D AWARDS 

Teachers are given an opportunity to nominate 
an outstanding senior student in each course of 
study.  All seniors receiving Finest Kind awards, 
AND  sc holarships are recognized at a cerem ony 
to be held in May.  Parents of students selected 
for awards wi ll receive an invitation in the mail.  
The cerem ony will be May 22 @ 6:30 p.m . 
 

CAPTAIN’S TABLE 

Faculty members nom inate seniors for this 
prestig ious award.  Those chosen exemplify the 
highest standards of leadership, dedication, and 
excellence during thei r four years  at M ar iner 
High School.   
 

SENIOR PIC NIC  

March 20, 2009 
 
ALL seniors w ill ride a bus to the Cape Coral  
Yacht Club and return to M HS on a bus.  No 
exceptions !  The senior class has rented the 
pavilion for the day and wi ll have use of the pool.  
Lots of food and drinks wil l be provided. 
 
Perm ission slips due M ar. 13 to box in main 
office. 
 

GR AD BASH  

 
GR AD BASH  is an all-night SEN IOR S-only trip 
to Islands of Adventure & U niversal Studios. 
 
Date: May 2, 2009 
Cost: $100.00 
 (covers tick ets & charter buses) 
Timeline: 
5/2/09 -  Leave M HS   12:00 noon. 
5/3/09 -  Arr ive M HS   5:00 a.m. 
 
NO F OOD OR DRIN KS AR E ALLOWED ON 
BUSES!! 
 
You must br ing a signed perm ission slip when 
you buy your ticket.  Perm ission slips are in 
senior  section of the gal ley. 
 

PROM  

 
May 9, 2009 @ Harborside Event Center 
8:00pm – 12:00am 
-tickets are free for seniors  
 

SENIOR BR EAKFAST  

June 5, 2009 
This is the LAST gathering on campus for the 
class.  It is held in early a.m. before graduation 
practice.  SEN IOR  PARENTS are in charge of 
throwing this event.  Al l parents are welcome to 
volunteer.  Contact Cindy Proia at MHS to help 
with this event. 
 

SENIOR VID EO 

This is a traditional video made by the seniors 
for the seniors about the 4 years of their high 
school l ife (guaranteed to bring on a few tears)!  
Cost is approx. $8-10.  It is shown for the first 
time at the senior break fast.   
 

CAP & GOWN  

 
-cost is $42.00 
-includes c ap, gow n, tassel, & m edal lion 
-late fees will  be added after Mar. 10 th 
-contact Herff Jones to order (278-4555) 
-order on- line:  www.herffswfl.com 
 

SENIOR DUES 

 
-each senior  student w ho participates in senior 
activities & graduation m ust pay senior dues 
-cost includes senior picnic, senior t-shir t, 
graduation cerem ony expenses, gift to the 
school, etc . 
-see Mrs. Fis her to pay your dues 
-cost is $60 
 

SENIOR EXAMS 

 
May 28  7th per. Exam   
May 29  1s t & 2nd per. Exams  
June 1  3r d & 4 th per. Exams 
June 2  5th & 6 th per. Exam s 
June 3  Make-up exams 
 
 
 

GRAD UATION 
 C ER EMONY 

 
All  comm encement exercises wil l be held at 
Harborside Event Center in F t. Myers. 
June 7, 2009 
Time  -  2:00pm  
 
All  seniors will be asked to request in wr iting (at 
the class meeting on May 20th) the total num ber 

Senior Calendar
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of tickets they would like for graduation.  Tickets 
are required for al l guests attending.  The 
minimum number of tickets  to be given to each 
student wi ll be 5 tickets. 
 
All  requests for extra tickets will then be 
consolidated and the remaining tickets divided 
evenly among those persons requesting more 
than five tickets.  We’l l do the best we can to get 
each family the amount of tickets requested, as 
long as we stay w ithin the crowd-size l imits 
posted for Harborside.  Please make reasonable 
requests for extra tickets. 
 
Seniors wi ll be informed of the amount of tickets 
they wi ll receive at the 1st graduation practice in 
the gym on June 4th. 
 
The actual tickets w ill be distributed at the last 
MANDATORY graduation practice on June 5th.  
YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO RECEIVE YOUR 
T ICKETS TO GRADUATION.  ABSOLUTELY 
NO EXCEPTIONS!!!!!!! 
 
ALL BOOKS MUST BE RETURNED AND ALL 
F INES MUST BE PAID  BEFORE RECEIVING 
ANY GRADUATION TICKETS. 
 
The dress for graduation is: 
 
FEMALES - Wear a dress or skirt/blouse, & dark 
dress shoes  w ith your collars sewn on your 
gown.  No large dangling earrings, or flowers are 
allowed to be worn.  Caps must be worn level 
w ith tassel hanging to the r ight side (Your hair 
w ill recover).  Ladies caps should NOT be 
perched on the back  of your head.  Bring bobbie 
pins. 
NOT E:  Parents, please give the flowers to your 
child AFTER the ceremony, as they wi ll not be 
allowed to carry flowers in the procession. 
 
MALES - Wear a dress shirt, tie, dress slacks 
(dark color) and dark dress shoes or boots with 
socks under your gowns.  No sneakers, or flip 
flops are allowed.  Caps  are worn level with 
tassel hanging on right side. 
 
 
 
PICTURES 
A professional photographer w ill take pictures as 
you receive your diploma.  Absolutely no one wil l 
be allowed in the aisles to take any pictures 
during the ceremony.  Harmon Video wi ll also be 
mak ing a video of the entire ceremony which wil l 
be for sale. 
 

 
Graduation is a proud and wonderful event that 
you and your parents have worked towards for 
12 or 13 years .  It is  one of the most memorable 
times  of your life.  Everyone is waiting to hear 
their son's or daughter's name.  Noisemakers 
and shouting out loud takes away from the 
digni ty of the occasion.  Please refrain from this  
type of behavior.  We must ask all gues ts to be 
properly attired for this special occasion.  Shorts 
and T-shir ts are not considered proper attire.   
 
SENIORS: 
Any c razy antics on stage or during the 
ceremony may mean the delay of receiv ing your 
diploma. JUST DON’T DO IT!!! 
 
 
 

Senior Calendar (Continued)
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Mariner’s truly unique and talented 
The best and brightest 

Performing live on stage at 
Triton Theatre 

Monday, February 23rd at 7 P.M. 
Tickets are $5 at the door. 
Doors open at 6:30 P.M. 

 
Mariner’s Got Talent is a Talent Competition sponsored by the Mariner Chorus.  

Proceeds will benefit the Mariner choral department. 
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Introducing the Aktion Club

We are pleased to announce the beginning of the
Aktion Club of North Cape Coral, which currently takes
place at Mariner High School.  An Aktion club is a
community service organization for people with disabili-
ties.  Our club is sponsored by the Harney Point
Kiwanis Club of Cape Coral.    We currently have 15
members which include students from Mrs. Jerdan and
Ms. Schoen’s classes.  Our classes combine to have
monthly meetings.  Students and family members
contribute to organizing monthly projects to serve our
community.

In January club members went to Pelican Baseball
Complex to clean up the park the day after a game.
Students got an early start preparing for the February
project.  Weeks before, students decorated recycled
water bottles to make vases for Valentine’s Day.  Then,
a flower was placed in each vase before the students
visited and hand delivered the flowers to residents at
Coral Trace Health Care Center.  This community
service project was a huge success and activities
director Cindy Oster was so pleased with the positive
impact that our students had on the residents that she
has invited us to return on a regular basis.

Future plans include a fund raiser to come up with
enough money to buy Aktion Club t-shirts so that we
can better represent ourselves while out in the commu-
nity.  We are currently discussing plans for our next
community service project.

Mr. Triton 2009

On January 24, 2009, Malik Adigun was crowned Mr.
Triton 2009.  The twelve senior male students who
competed for the crown were:  January-Rohan Gilbert
February-William Quinn    March-Jake Zajas    April-Josh
Denison    May-Evyn Yankovich    June-Malik Adigun
July-Zack Yonis    August-Mario Alvarado    September-
Tyler Cyr    October-Matt Booth    November-Matt
Gardner      December-Renato Proia      The show was a
lot of fun and the guys worked hard in every category.
They competed in the Costume category, Beachwear
category, Talent category, Formalwear category and a
Random Question.  The following were the winners in
each category:
Best Costume        Mr. April          Josh Denison
Best Beachwear    Mr. August        Mario Alvarado
Best Talent            Mr. June          Malik Adigun
Best Formalwear   Mr. November  Matt Gardner

The guys had a lot of help getting their outfits together
and working on their routines.  They couldn’t have done it
without the help of their coaches.  A big thank you goes
out to Elaine Garcia, Kathryn Daiboch, Jamie Lee
Kravcov, Tatiana Gonzalez, Emily LaBarbera, Ana
Villalba, Brandie Shreffler, Melissa Mendez, Lacey
Gibson, Ali DeBono, Theresa Brown, and Desiree
Mones.

To commemorate the occasion, a 2009 Mr. Triton
calendar was produced featuring each of the 12 contes-
tants.  The calendars are also a nice keepsake for the
Class of 2009 because every senior’s birthday is printed
on the calendar.  You can still purchase your 2009
calendar in the main office for just $5.00.

Mr. Triton- Malik Adigun

MHS Aktion Club
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ROTC News
ROTC would like to congratulate all of the color guard
and drill team members for their fantastic job taking first
place at the drill meet for armed squad. Great job and
good luck at state! However, our job is not yet done. We
have a lot of new events coming up for our cadets.

We will be holding a Lee County spring food drive for
those in need. Classes will bring in nonperishable food
items starting February 18th threw March 18th. The
class who brings in the most canned food items will
receive a pizza party as a token of appreciation.

The Military Ball is right around the corner.  Tickets are
$50 and includes a formal sit down dinner. Male cadets
will be required to wear their class A uniform complete
with a bow tie and white long sleeved dress shirt.
Females are requested to wear formal attire such as a
dress or gown. This event will be held on February
27,2009 at the Harbor Side Event Center.

J.R.O.T.C. Lee County camping trip will be held March
14 threw the 15. This camp is a fun filled competition
against other schools. Some of the events that will be
taking place are a volley ball team, a relay race, tug of
war, and many more events. This camp is first come
first serve please see CSM OR LTC for additional
information.

We are very proud to announce that Mariner High
School will be hosting Lee County’s first J.R.O.T.C
shoot out on March 28,2009. Triton Battalion rifle team
members will be competing against several different
cadets from different Lee County schools. We will need
a lot of help to put on this event.  If you are interested in
helping out please see CSM Turner.

Performing Art s News

Marching season has come to a close, but the band is
still hard at work.  On February 6 and 7, 40 band
students participated in the FBA District Solo and
Ensemble Music Performance Assessment.  Each
student prepared a solo and/or ensemble piece and
performed it for a judge for a score of Superior, Excel-
lent, Good, Fair, or Poor.  Those students performing a
Grade 5 solo or ensemble (usually played by advanced
high school students and college students), qualify for
state solo and ensemble.  The judges were tough, but
the following students received high ratings:

The following students performed Grade 5 (advanced)
literature and received a superior rating.  These stu-
dents are qualified to perform at the State S&E MPA in
April:
Meghan Dempster – 9th grade, flute solo
Cheyenne Demott, Josh McClurg, Alyssa Lugo, Lyndsy
Jones, Jessica Morgan, Lorena Gomez, and Summer
Florio – Guard Ensemble
Jayma Marler – 11th grade, flag solo
Alek Ferlazzo – 9th grade, bassoon solo
Amanda DeCastro – 12th grade, clarinet solo
Amanda DeCastro, Alek Ferlazzo, Cheyenne Toboll –
Woodwind Trio
Josh Jorgensen – 11th grade, tuba solo

The following students received Superior Ratings:
Brittney Worst – 9th grade, trumpet solo
David Suarez – 9th grade, tuba solo
Kelly Bravard – 9th grade, tuba solo
Amanda Yoho – 9th grade, marimba solo
Megan Ambrose – 10th grade, euphonium solo

The following students received Excellent Ratings:
Rachel Burwell, Jayma Marler, Devin Fendick, Vanessa
Callol – Guard Ensemble
Angela Minich – 9th grade, French horn solo
Itiel Agramonte, JJ Ortega, Matt Gardner, and Jessica
DeCastro – Brass Ensemble
Kelly Bravard, David Suarez, Joe Wecher, Angela
Minich, Brittney Worst, Tierney Carlson, Robert
Johnson – Brass Choir
Karen Ambrose – 10th grade, flute solo
Will Murnane – 11th grade, mallet solo
Jordan Haag – 11th grade, snare solo
Rebekah Ortega – 9th grade, mallet solo
Robert Johnson – 9th grade, trumpet solo

Several band students auditioned for the All County
Jazz band.  Ian Clarey (drum set), Itiel Agramonte
(trumpet), and Matt Gardner (trumpet) were selected to
perform in this ensemble.

Dylan Vogel (percussion) and Karen Ambrose (flute)
were selected for the University of Miami South Florida
Honor Band Festival.  The 27th Annual University of
Miami Honor Band Festival includes two full-days of
activities for students, including part and chair audi-
tions, master classes with the artist faculty from the
Frost School of Music, and a Festival Concert on
Saturday, February 14, 2009.  The guest conductor is
Dr. Kevin Sedatole, Director of Bands, Professor of
Music, and Chair of the conducting area at the Michi-
gan State University (MSU) College of Music.

The Indoor Percussion Ensemble is working hard and
will compete in several competitions in a season
beginning February 14 and ending at finals March 28.

The annual band Car Show will be held on February 28
at Mariner High School.  The Jazz Band, Indoor Percus-
sion Ensemble, and Guard Ensembles will perform
between 11am and 1pm the same afternoon.
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Presented with support of our sponsors

Saturday, February 28
10 am - 3 pm

Mariner High School Stadium     
701 Chiquita Blvd, Cape Coral 33993

$5 General Spectator Admission
Food - Entertainment - Vendor Row - Celebrities - Door Prizes

S-Clusive Club Judging - Over 100 Trophies Awarded

For Show Information:    239-728-1874   or    Yohoincc@aol.com
www.silvermagicband.org

No coolers or alcohol permitted on school property

� � � � �� � � � � �
 � � �
 � �  ! �

" � � � � ! � �# � � � � �
$ � � � �� �

�%� �

14



Fightin’  Triton Athletics
Soccer Update

The boys’ soccer team managed to reach the district
finals for a 3rd year in a row. The senior and junior class
has managed to win one and placed 2nd in the other.
The boys started the season a little slow, having
difficulty controlling the tempo of games and finding the
back of the net. Lately the boys have developed a more
aggressive attitude towards the game and are scoring
on a more regular basis. We finished the regular
season with a 12-8-4 record and seeded 3rd in district.
We face Gulf Coast High school in the quarterfinals
whom we defeated 2-1, in the semi-finals we faced
Barron Collier which took an early lead and it wasn’t
until Tyler Korytkowski scored off a corner kick. The
game remained a tie and the teams had to go into
penalty kicks to decide the winner, we beat them 6-5 in
the penalty shootout tie breaker. Now we face Cape
Coral for the second time in as many years for a
district championship, with any luck the boys will
repeat as district champions.

Tyler Korytkowski

Mariner  Hoops

The boy’s basketball team has experienced an interest-
ing season.  The team started the season losing 7
straight games after winning its first game of the year.
Then the team won 8 out of 9 games (which included
winning the Mariner Christmas Tournament) and finishing
2nd in the Wakulla Shootout in Tallahassee.  The Tritons
then hit another rough spot by losing 5 of 6 games in
mid-January.  The team currently stands with a record of
13 wins and 13 losses after winning their last 3 games.

This season the team has accomplished several impres-
sive feats.  Currently the team is ranked in the top-10 in
the state for total three-pointers made (163) and in the
top-20 for three pointers per game (6.3 per game).

Track Team Preview

The boys and girl s track teams open practice on the 2nd of
February. Their first meet is March 6th at Riverdale HS. The
girls are led by 3 time state placer and 3 time LCAC
champ in the High Jump Courtney Anderson. The boys are
led by 4 juniors who hold the school record in the 4x400:
David Tyrrell, Jerren Julien, Harrison Kuchman, and
Andrew Dukas. They set the mark as sophomores and all
qualified in multiple events for Regionals. Dukas also set
the school record last year in the 400 meters.  Seniors
Renato Proia and Nick Fernandez return in the shot put
and discus after having success in their junior seasons.
Also 2 year letter winner Kevin Payen returns in the
sprints.

Junior V arsity Girls’  Basketball

The JV girls’ basketball team experienced a break-
through season this year.  The team finished the season
with a record of 9 wins and 10 losses, its best record in
over 7 years.  Those wins included two blow-out victories
over cross-town rival Cape Coral.  The team consisted of
only 9 players, 3 of whom had no basketball experience.
The team’s motto for this year was “Faith, Family, and
Hustle”.  This year’s team captains were sophomores
Erika Iturbe and Jordan Lee.

2008-2009 MHS Women Baskball

MHS Athletic Boosters

The Mariner High School All Sport Athletic Booster Club
is a group of parents and volunteers who raise money in
various ways to help offset some of the Athletic Ex-
penses, which are not covered by the Lee County School
District.

We meet once a month at a local restaurant to discuss
fund raiser events and various requests from Coaches for
a variety of things such as travel to tournaments, tourna-
ment entry fees, and Coaches Clinics that benefit the
sport programs at Mariner High School.

All parents with any athletic questions regarding sched-
ules, practices, and records of teams can log on to
www.highschoolsports.net.
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